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Commander's Comments

| would like tg start my comments by ancouraging sveryons to read a book. In college
this Semester, | have been given an assignment to read [he Childran of Pride by Robert Myers.
This book is a compilation of letiers written to each other by members of the C.C. Jones Family of
Liberty County, Georgla from 1860-1888. | don't want ¢ go into detail because { don't want to
gpoil it for anyona who reads it, but ! will say this. Wa can all learn from this family's Pairiotiem,
Commitment to Famlly and desire to serve the Lord. We would be hard pressed to find sxamples
of this type of litestyle in today's world. This is a great book and If you are interested in leaming
tirst hand knowledge of how our Ancastors saw things and some of the things they endured, you
shouki read this book.

Congratulations go out 1o Jay Clitton. By the time you read this, ha and Compatriot Steve
Burke will have again done their part to make sure Mettar's schocl kids get a goed understanding
of history. Jay and Steve, again this year did programs for the Mettar intarmeadlata School, Foiks
we must at every opportunity take advantage of any chance to get involved In ocur schoals, In
many casas, that will be the oniy way that our kids leam anything in a publlc forum about our
past, our angestors and our cause. As a matter of a fact, the taachers, with only a tew exceptions
know our histary, so they can't teach it correctly.

I believe we should begin now to work towards Confederate History balng a major part of
our lecal school topics for the month of Apdil. Wa should definitely have that on our long term
frats lst, but why not in 2004. | know that teachers have lesson plans, etc. But, why can't we
bagin to try to persuade them to tske a look at Confederate History during next April. | think that
we ghould contact our local school leaders and ask. This goas for Matter Schools, DEA, and the
cther achoo!s that our members have connection with, We have members from Buiioch County,
Tatinall County, Emanuel County — | would also encourage our mambeers who might not be local
to do the same in there hometowns. | want you all to know, you'ra not just an aur rolls, and you
are membpers 100! You are siways weicome here; you'ra in gur Camp taol Most Importantly, your
respongitiilty 10 your ancestars is as egually important as any other members. Do your part to ba
abléTo look your ancestor directly in his eyes when you mest him in the naxt life. Wil you be abhs
to ook him in his eyes? | hope so!

Invite averyona you ¢an and make sura you come to this month’s maeting. Brather Steve
Burke will be with-us and he will ba sharing the story of Reconstruction with us. It would do well
for anyone to hear just what our ancestors endured after the war. Often timas wa get so caught
up with the War that we forget how awtul it truly was in the years following it. Though { don't quite
understand it, | have sean folks that appeared to be scrt of ashamed or timid about their
Confederate Ancastors becoms very connected and unashamad after they leamed about
Reconstruction. Make sure you come. Bring & Friend. Bring a Neighbor. Bring & Potential
Member. Bring a Classmate. Bring your Teacher. Bring your Wife or Ginfriend. Everyone is
Welcoma!

With that, I'll mention tha Membearship Goal — The geal for retention is 100%. The goal
for membership is 100 members by New Year's Day. The Slogan for next year is: 4 in 2004.
(Recruit 4 in 2004). This shouid be easy and it should be expected by everyons. Wae shouid
renew our commitment to our kinfolk by reenlisting our membership. We should further our
Cause by recruiting everyone we can. Think back on the commitment levels of our forefathers
and follow their lead. You'll renew and you'll recruit. it is your calling and your responsibility.
General Lee called it DUTY and he believed that everyone should live iile with a distinct call to
RUTY — DUTY rules in sverything. Duty to God. Duty to Country. Duty to Family. To him, thera
was no greater calling.

| hope to zee you all Thursday, Rumor has it that if we consistently overfill the room, the
Steer will tear out the wall and maks cur meeting room larger. Let's be the reason, they taar
down the wall. I'm not knocking the Rotary, the Kiwanis or the rest, but Cur's is a Greater Catting.
Let's do . I'll see you Thursday. Until then....

God Bless You and Your Families,

Rendy




Ad) y ot
Treasury Report: $2153.76

: 1. Adopt-A-Highway Chairman — Comdr, Crooms named Jay Clifton ¢hairman.
The Camp needs to set a date in September for cleanup. 2.2004 General's Banguet — The Camp
discussed possible dates for the banquet and will daclde on a date naxt mesting. 3. Georgia
Flags for the County — Cmdr. Crooms raported that the County did accept our offer for new
Georgia Flags for the County. Cmndr. Crooms steted that he made sure that the County
Leadership new that this was not a Political Statement or en Approval of the new flag, Just a
donatlon to make Clty & County Gov't match. The Camp will supply 6 new flags. 4. Cmdr.
Crooms advised the Camp on what Issues he knew of from the International Reunion in Asheville,

: 1. Mike Muli of the Ogeeches Rifles presented a chack to the Camp for
$1190.41. This was our Camp's remaining portlon from hosting the Reunion, 2, Cmdr. Crooms
announced that our Camp was hosting the 2007 Division Reunlon, He said that effort was worth
it, considering the money that the immediate past Reunion generated. He annqunced that &
committas would be formed and plans would bagin soon. 3 years untll Georgia retums to visit,
He announced that next years Divislon and International Reunion would be in Dafton.

Membership Goal

Retontfon & Recrulling - 100% Rafenm;n - 100 Members by New Year's

“Recruit 4 in 2004”

Now Members

L.C. Waller In honor of Pvi, Reuben Carles, Co. D, 41" Georgia Voluniteers
David Aflen Biadsoe in honor of Pvi. Hector McSwain, Co. E, 61 Georgia Volunieers

Camp Calendar

Saptember 4 - Regular Meeting — 7:00 PM Meal / 7:30 Meeting
Speaker: Steve Burke on Surviving Reconstruction

Septembaer — Adopt-A-Highway Cleanup: Dats- TBA at Saptember's Meeting.
October 2 - Regular Meeting - 7:00 PM Meaal / 7:20 Meeting — Spoaker: TBA

November 6 - Ragular Mesting — 7:00 PM Meal / 7:30 Mesting
Speaker. Ted Dannemiller on West Point Milltary Academy

December 4 - Regular Meeting - 7:00 PM Meal / 7:30 Mesting — Speaker: TBA

Do you have somecne vou would like fo speak fo our Camp?
Would vou like to give a preseniation fo cur Camp?
Iif 80, let us know!




“Fortress Savannah”

Taken & minted from the Sovannah Moming News website - wwhw sgvannghnow, GO

Loo's tours of ditty in Savannah

Savannal’s defenses held strong until Decemnber of 1864. No less a military
expart than Robert E. Lae played a role in their formation. From late-1861 to mid-1862,
Lee was the commander of tha Confederate military department charged with the
defense of the coasts of South Carolina, Georgia and eastem Florida. Les was already
familiar with Savannah — he was stationed here in 1829 as a 22-year old lieutanant just
out of West Point. He workad on the construction of Fort Pulaskl from November 1829
until April 1831. When he retumed 30 years later, the Mackay family offered him tha
sarna quarters he had lived in as a young lieutenant. Lee was instrumantal in the
praparation of Fort Pulaski for Union attack.

ndin vannah

A half-moon of rifle pits and small redoubts fronted the city, running from the
Savannah Rivar on the east to Laurel Grove Cematery on the west. Forifications such
as Fort Bartow and Fort Thunderbok protacted the city from invasion along Chatham's
many rvers,

Some of the fortifications:

1. Fort Lee, earthworks just to the east of Fort Jackson,

2. Fort Thunderbolt, earthworks on the Wilmington River, in an area now occupied
by & marina.

3. Fort Jackson, brick fort originally constructed for the War of 1812,

4, Fort Pulaski, brick fort on Cockspur Island in the Savannah River, thought to be
impregnable but it quickly fell to the Unlon rifled cannons in April of 1862,

5. Fort Bartow, named of course, for Confederate hero Francis Bartow. Located at
Causton's Bluff, covering some 17 acres, it was the largest sarthworks for in the
Confaderacy. It iook two years to construct and contained heavy walls, ditches,
magazines and a large bombproof (shelter). In 1862, Gen. Robert E. Lag naarly
met an urtimely {for the Scuth at least) death there when a gun axploded during
a test-firing, sending a fragment of the barrel whizzing past his head.

6. Batteries Cheves and Lawton, built across the Savannah River from Fort
Jackson. Other strongpoints were construcied at the Rose Dhu and Beaulieu.

7. Fort Boggs, this earthworks fortification was a cornerstone of the Confaderate
defsnses on the sastside, kecated in what is row the Savannab Golf Club.



