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Commander's Comments


The Division Reunion is upon us.  On June 11-13, the entire Division will travel up to Dalton to conduct the business of our Division organization and to elect those men who will serve us for the next two years.  Then, later in the summer, Dalton will host the National Reunion.  I won’t be able to attend this year’s Division Reunion, but I really hope that as many as possible will.  We have 9 delegates and votes.


With this June issue, I’m going to start a series of profiles on Southern Leaders.  Since it is June and his birthday month, I’m beginning with President Jefferson Davis.  Many of you may not know that Davis’s father was from Georgia and served in a Georgia Calvary unit in the American Revolution.  Later, as the bio points out and most of you know, the family moved to Kentucky where Jefferson was born.  In addition to Davis, the profiles will include General and President George Washington and others.  I hope that you enjoy them.


Many things are on my mind these days.  And I simply wouldn’t have room to write about it all.  But, I will begin to tackle some of the key things that I would like to address as a Camp.  First, I would like to propose that our Camp consider helping the Historical Society.  I recently read in the paper that they need $40,000 for repairs needed for their building.  Now, I don’t know what all their needs are, but I do know the condition and activeness of the other civic groups in our community.  There simply isn’t anyone out there other than us to come to their aid.  I have some experience with running a golf tournament and I believe that we can put together a nice tournament and put a dent in their financial woes.  If you read the Metter Advertiser, you know that the Cancer Society made about $40,000 with this year’s tournament alone.  I don’t have the illusions of grandeur that we could make that much, but we can make a lot with not much physical effort.  Plus, it would be a win-win for everyone.  We could promote the tournament for their gain and our public relations.  Not to mention, I believe that we would certainly have to be held in some regard for attempting to help them come up with the funds for their building. I would like everyone to seriously think on this, I believe it will be well worth our time.


Secondly, I want to announce now, that unless we can’t find anyone at all to take over in January, I will not be a candidate for Commander for next year.  I wanted to announce this early enough that those who might like to consider taking on the position will contact me and let’s discuss the duties you’ll be undertaking.  I don’t want to scare anyone off, but it is far more than just running a meeting.  I am trying to complete my degree work in History and work on my Masters degree and I simply don’t have the time to do the job, as I would like.


Thirdly, there are a number of things that I feel that I had as goals for the Camp that I will leave undone.  I had a “Wish List” going when I first started trying to organize a camp.  I would like to pass some of that along now to challenge the camp to work towards these goals. 

1. I would like to see Metter-Candler County have a Soldier’s Monument.  Added to that, I would like to see the Camp or specifically, a Foundation, own the land that the monument sits own and have a nice park surrounding it.  

2. I hoped to get to host a Division Reunion – We are scheduled to do this in 2007.

3. I hoped to be over 100 members – We’re close, but we’ve been close.  Maybe with new leadership, we get fresh ideas and surpass 100 and never look back.  Our ancestors deserve it.

4. I wanted to help create an organization that my father and my sons could be proud to be a part of.  Together, and mainly from your efforts, we’ve done that!  You’re all great men and I’m proud to know you all.  

Don’t think of this as a goodbye, I’m not going anywhere, but I do have things to consider.  I believe we have any number of gentlemen who can lead us forward on the right path.  For now…I remain your Obedient Servant. 


 



God Bless You and Your Families,.   








Randy

Adjutant's Report

Old Business: 1. The Hunley Funeral was discussed and those members who attended gave an overview of the day. 2. The Raffle tickets for the Musket will be ready soon.  We decided to check on adding a Modern Hunting Rifle to the drawing.  Lt. Cmdr Jason West is in charge to get prices.  We will have the drawing at the next banquet in January 2005.  3. Now that the Battle of Manassas project is complete get your recipes to Jay Clifton in order for us to complete the Camp Cookbook.  This carried over for the 2nd month.  4. The Camp is exploring the idea of creating a Monument Foundation for the creation of a Confederate Monument.  Money has been set aside from the Battle of Manassas for this purpose and will remain there.  A motion on the subject was tabled.
New Business: 1. The Division Reunion is in Dalton in June.  Then in July the National Reunion will also be held in Dalton.  The Camp has 9 delegates for the Division Reunion.  We’re looking for attendees.
Membership Goal

“Recruit 4 in 2004” 

4 Names & Addresses for Potential Members every month

Camp Calendar

June 3 – Regular Meeting – Western Steer – 7 PM Meal – 7:30 Meeting

Guest Speaker:  Bob Griner

June 11, 12, 13 – Georgia Division SCV Reunion – Dalton, Georgia

Welcome to the Camp

Ralph Williford honoring PVT Hardy Williford – Co. B, 48th Georgia Volunteers

Charles Milton Flynt honoring PVT James Wesley Flynt – Co. E, 7th Georgia Cavalry 
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1st in a Series 
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 Jefferson F. Davis, President Confederate States of America

Jefferson Davis was born in 1808, in Kentucky. His father and uncles all served in the American Revolution. Three of his older brothers fought in the war of 1812. Two of them served with Andrew Jackson and were especially mentioned for their gallantry in the battle of New Orleans.

His father served in a Georgia Calvary unit in the Revolutionary War.  After the Revolution the Davis family moved to Kentucky. They remained there for a few years before moving again to Wilkinson County, Mississippi. Jefferson Davis was educated at home before being sent to Transylvania University in Kentucky, where he remained until President Monroe appointed him as a cadet to West Point in 1824. He graduated in 1828 and assigned to the First Infantry with the rank of second lieutenant.

Davis saw active service in the Black-hawk war in 1831 when his regiment was engaged in several of its battles. When the Indian chieftain, Blackhawk was captured he was placed in the charge of Lieutenant Davis.

In 1833, Lieutenant Davis was transferred to the newly formed First Dragoons and was promoted to the rank of first-lieutenant. He was also appointed regimental adjutant. In this capacity he served for approximately two years on active service, which included various encounters with the Pawnees, Comanche and other Indian tribes.

In 1835 he resigned from the army and returned to civil life. He married Miss Sallie Knox Taylor, daughter of Zachary Taylor and settled down to the life of a cotton planter in Warren County, Mississippi. Davis's marriage was cut short by his wife's sudden death three months later of malaria. He married again in 1845, this time to socially prominent Varina Howell. His plantation, Brierfield, prospered and he began to devote much of his time to the studies that would prepare him for his future public life. His first appearance in the political arena occurred during a gubernatorial canvass in 1843. He was sent as a delegate to the Democratic convention that year and, through his speeches, made a very favorable impression. In 1844 he took a firm position for a strict construction of the Constitution, the protection of the States from Federal encroachment, and advocated the annexation of Texas. He made such an impression as a spokesman for States’ Rights that he was elected to the United States Senate.

To be continued in July
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Remember


Bring a new member or guest with you to our meetings.





Bring the names & addresses of 4 Potential Members who you know are qualified for SCV membership.  This is Easy!!











