[image: image1.png]




 
[image: image2.png]CONFEDERATE

VETERANS

40 SNOS

1896





  
[image: image3.png]




Volume 4, 4th Edition

July 2004
________________________________________________________________________

Dixie Guards Camp # 1942

Sons of Confederate Veterans 

P.O Box 761

Metter, Ga. 30439

Postmaster

Please Deliver To:


Visit Us Online at:

www.dixieguards.org
Commander's Comments


Many of you were late in getting your June newsletter, so to make sure everyone gets a copy we’re including a copy in with the July one.


July is a special month for our country.  July is the month we celebrate our ancestors declaring their independence from King George III of England.  Our Confederate heroes remembered the founding fathers when they very similar routes through secession just a generation or so later.  


July is also a month that we can remember the very solemn sacrifices laid on the alter of freedom by our Confederate heroes who struggled at Gettysburg and at Vicksburg.  Some armchair quarterbacks have concluded that the setbacks of Gettysburg cost the Confederates States its ultimate independence.  Others claim the loss of Vicksburg and control of the Mississippi River.  Still others lay claim to countless other reasons.  Basically, the only thing that the modern historians have completely in common is this.  They really don’t have a clue!  They weren’t there and so they don’t really know the “what if’s”.  None of us do.  It is calculation at best.  The one thing we all do have in common now, regardless of allegiance during the War Between the States is the blessing of living in the greatest society in the world today.  


It pains me when I see anyone unwilling to pay homage to the Flag of our United States.  I’ve actually noticed it when I’ve visited other camps or Division meetings.  I believe in my heart that it would hurt General Robert E. Lee as well.  When the gray warriors laid down their weapons and went their separate ways, before they left General Lee asked them to return to their homes and be good citizens.  For the most part they did this and kept to the codes that their gallant leaders had taught them.  As with just about everything, the ones who came along later seemed to know more than those who had the actual experience.  


What do I mean by this?  Its simple.  Subsequent generations began to have super-patriotism or whatever you choose to call it.  For example, there are members of the SCV (thank goodness they aren’t in our camp) that refuse to Pledge Allegiance to the United States flag because the US invaded the South.  When you stop and really think about this, this is truly silly, almost absurd.  Our forefathers would likely be ashamed.  


Our forefathers would be the 1st men in line to volunteer to go to Japan after Pearl Harbor.  Our forefathers would be the 1st in line to volunteer to hunt down Osama bin Laden after 9-11.  Thank God that descendants of those gray warriors listened to their fathers and mothers when the stories were told of the struggle and the hardships.  Otherwise, we might be speaking German or Japanese now.  If it weren’t for descendants of the Thin Gray Line, the United States that we know today would not exist.  Every time you stop and think about how good you have it, thank in your heart:  God first, then thank everyone that has served in a uniform to protect the very freedom that we take for granted.  When you see someone that refuses to pay homage to our flag, feel shame for them and kindly remind them that there is a soul of a great man in every stitch of that flag, even if it is a SCV member.  Let’s resolve to keep to the code of General Robert E. Lee and be the best citizens that we can be.  July is a great month to be American.  Pray for our soldiers who are currently battling those who hate us for being free!  Stay the course!

 



God Bless You and Your Families,.   








Randy

Adjutant's Report

Treasury Report:  $1359.27

Old Business: 1. The Division Reunion is in Dalton in June10-12. The Camp has 9 delegates for the Division Reunion.  We’re looking for attendees.
2. The Raffle tickets for the Musket will be ready soon.  We decided to add a Modern Hunting Rifle to the drawing.  As soon as the type of rifle is declared, we’ll have the tickets printed. Lt. Cmdr Jason West is in charge to get prices.  We will have the drawing at the next banquet in January 2005.  3. Get your recipes to Jay Clifton in order for us to complete the Camp Cookbook.  We want this complete prior to Christmas buying season.  4. The Camp is exploring the idea of creating a Monument Foundation for the creation of a Confederate Monument.  Money has been set aside from the Battle of Manassas for this purpose and will remain there.  A motion on the subject was tabled.  This was tabled for the 2nd month.
New Business: 1. The Camp voted to donate $48 to the purchase of Fire Safety Books for area schools.  Every child in grades K-5 in the Metter Schools System and DEA will get a book.  We are the only civic, fraternal or other type “club” to participate in this program.
Membership Goal

“Recruit 4 in 2004” 

4 Names & Addresses for Potential Members every month

Camp Calendar

July 1 – Regular Meeting – Western Steer – 7 PM Meal – 7:30 Meeting

July 28-31 – 2004 National SCV Reunion – Dalton, Georgia

Welcome to the Camp

No New Members of the Month of June

[image: image4.png]




[image: image5.png]



2nd in a Series 

[image: image6.png]


 Jefferson F. Davis, President Confederate States of America

Mr. Davis at first filled the Senate seat of Senator Speight after his death.  He later was elected on his own.  Yet, when the incumbent Governor of Mississippi refused to be nominated for another term, Davis was called upon to take his place.  He resigned his Senate seat and returned home to Mississippi.  Later in the gubernatorial election he was narrowly defeated and retired from public life.  

The life outside the public arena would not last long however.  In 1852, Franklin Pierce was elected President of the United States and he promptly nominated Jefferson Davis as his Secretary of War.  It was while serving in this capacity that Davis was responsible for the US War Museum, now known as the Smithsonian Institute.  Another interesting part of Davis’ tenure as Secretary of War was the attempt to use camels to move troops and equipment in the arid desert climate of the American Southwest.

In March of 1857, Davis went from the cabinet of President Pierce to reenter the United States Senate, having been elected to the post by the legislature of Mississippi. He was assigned to the chairmanship of the committee on military affairs. He opposed the French spoliation measures, advocated the Southern Pacific railroad bill, and antagonized Senator Douglas on the question of popular or “squatter” sovereignty in the territories.

On the election of Abraham Lincoln to the presidency he, with others, sought some remedy other than secession to relieve the ensuing crisis. His speeches in the Senate were distinguished for their frankness in portraying the dangers of sectionalism.

 Mississippi adopted an ordinance of secession January 9, 1861. Accordingly, Davis immediately took leave of the United States Senate after receiving the official notice of the Mississippi’s secession, and hoped to receive a prominent military command. Indeed, Mississippi did elect him to the command of her State forces, a position he desired, but a few weeks later he was called by election to the Presidency of the Confederacy.

 As President he faced a nearly impossible task. His reserved and often severe manner alienated many who came in contact with him. Included were some of his highly placed commanders, P.G.T. Beauregard and Joseph E. Johnston being prominent among them. He could be at once stubborn and indecisive. Often inflexible and humorless, he remained personally loyal to certain individuals and subordinates whom he favored. His handling of the Confederate high command was extremely controversial, even at the time. Davis also came, over time, to regard the establishment of a strong central authority to be important to the survival of the Confederacy, in spite of his virulent States’ Rights rhetoric before the war. This gradual change of position brought him increasingly into conflict with States’ Rights advocates throughout the Confederacy. 

Through it all, Davis remained passionately committed to the cause of the Confederacy, and advocated continuing the struggle right up until his capture near Irwinville, Georgia while fleeing capture by the Federal authorities on May 10, 1865 Following his capture he was imprisoned in Fortress Monroe fortwo years, but was eventually released when Northern Abolitionist Publisher Horace Greeley paid his bail. He was never brought to trial. Retiring to Beauvoir Plantation, near Biloxi, Mississippi, he worked on his memoirs, The Rise and Fall of the Confederate Government and made infrequent public appearances in the South.
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Remember


Bring a new member or guest with you to our meetings.





Bring the names & addresses of 4 Potential Members who you know are qualified for SCV membership.  This is Easy!!











