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 ommander's Comments

 
It’s November and it’s a busy time in our country, community, families, and our Camp.  In this month’s newsletter, there is a Nomination Form for officers for 2005.  I would like to encourage everyone in the Camp to step forward and volunteer to take a position of leadership in the Camp.  I’ve said it before and I think that I can safely say it again, I don’t think that any of our current officers would be offended should someone step forth and volunteer their services to the Camp.  To the contrary, I believe that our folks would agree with me that volunteering to lead shows a great sign of growth within our Camp. 


I hope that each of you renewed your membership.  I know that the change in the drop date may have confused some of the members, but the changed was decided at the National Convention this past summer.  Personally, I think that we that the change was OK, but I do think that they should have announced it this year and given it a year to get it done.  I’m afraid that when all is said and done the change and the potential lack of good communication to the local member, camps all across the country may lose members that simply overlooked getting their dues in on time.  That will add to work loads of adjutants and cause undue effort to re-activate lost membership.  As I write this editorial, the verdict is still out as to how this might affect our Camp.  I must say that I’m afraid that we’ll be caught up in this very situation.  To all of our members, I like to ask a favor. When you see a former member that we have lost over the past years, ask them what we can do as a Camp to encourage them to re-commit to their promise of honoring the ancestor.  Not for the membership numbers – Membership numbers are important but they are not the reason for our organization.  We are the only men in America left that stand up and protect the memory of the Confederate Soldier.  More specifically, we are standing up for our family members who have come before us, served their states and the Confederacy for whatever reason they chose to serve.  We are the only voice that the have and without us, their memory will not only continue to get distorted, but it will be erased entirely.  History is a strange thing.  Every once in a while there is an intellectual revisionist that comes along and offers up alternative opinions on events of the past and before long, he gets followers.  Before long, he and his followers get followers.  Before you know it, the movement created by these “prophets of change” becomes the new truth. Don’t believe it – Here’s what Adolph Hitler to his henchmen of Nazi Germany once he gained total control of Germany.  “If you tell a lie long enough and loud enough, it will become truth in the minds of the people.”  

 Our Confederate Heroes have been ridiculed maligned and their reputations that were never questioned in their lifetimes have now become the target of total character assassination.  For years, our schools have said that the only reason the South elected to secede from the Union was Slavery.  Slavery was the one and only reason for the War. There was no other reason. For along time southern historians and intellectuals were able to counter and discredit the revisionist viewpoint by countering with verifiable information that proved that most southerners who served in the Confederate Armies never owned slaves.  This only caused the revisionists to change their approach.  In recent years, they have continued to state that the War was over slavery alone – nothing else.  But, they’ve admitted that most of the southern soldiers were not slaveowners.  They have countered this interesting fact by claiming that southern middle class and poor whites were so uneducated that they were easily misled into rebelling against the United States to help southern rich slaveowners preserve slavery at all costs – Even if it meant a separate nation.


This is the current doctrine being written in the new history books and taught in our schools about the Confederate Soldiers and the CSA.  Now more than ever before, our ancestors need us to step up to the plate and get into the ballgame.  Without us, their place in history will most definitely continue to get distorted and even lied about by these revisionists.  It may be nothing more than to fill their pockets with 30 pieces of silver, or maybe it is a deep seeded hatred for any and everything Southern.  Whatever the reason, if we don’t step forward and make our stand of our ancestors – our families – Who will?  Worse yet, if we step up and make a stand for our ancestors, we give their revisionists views credibility.  How do you think they were able to convince people it was OK to change our flag?  Your membership is Important!


 



God Bless You and Your Families,,








Randy

Adjutant's Report

Old Business: 1. The tabled motion relating to the Monument Foundation was tabled again. 2. Renewals were discussed.  Dues must be paid t by November 1st. 3. Wayne Lesesne & Carlton Clifton were thanked for heading the Hurricane Relief Efforts for Florida. 

 New Business: 1. The Tattnall Invincibles have asked us to help with the Battle of Manassas for 2005. Jay Clifton is the Camp Chairman for this effort.  See Jay if you can help or need info.
Membership Goal

“Recruit 4 in 2004” 

4 Names & Addresses for Potential Members every month

Camp Calendar

November 4 - Regular Meeting – Western Steer – 7 PM Meal – 7:30 Meeting

Guest Speaker:  Vance Lively on his trip to England.

Will you honor him?
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General Albert Sidney Johnston

At the beginning of the Civil War it was almost universally agreed that the finest soldier, North or South, was Albert Sidney Johnston. But his Civil War career was a definite disappointment to the Confederacy. The Kentucky-born Johnston was appointed to West Point from Louisiana and graduated eighth in the class of 1826. After eight years of service he resigned to care for his terminally ill wife. A failure at farming, he went to Texas and joined the revolutionary forces as a private. He rose to the forces' chief command as senior brigadier the next year. 

        He served as secretary of war in the Republic of Texas and commanded the lst Texas Rifles in the Mexican War. Reentering the regular army in 1849 as a major and paymaster, he became colonel, 2nd (old) Cavalry, in 1855. For his services in the 1857 campaign against the Mormons in Utah he was brevetted brigadier general. He resigned his commission on April 10, 1861, but did not quit his post on the West Coast until his successor arrived. 

Relieved, he began the long trek to Richmond overland. Meeting with Jefferson Davis, he entered Confederate service where his assignments included: general, CSA (August 30, 1861, to date from May 30, 1861); commanding Department No. 2 (September 15, 1861 - April 6, 1862); and in immediate command of the Central Army of Kentucky, Department No. 2 (October 28 - December 5, 1861 and February 23- March 29, 1862). 
        As the second ranking general in the Southern army he was given command of the western theater of operations. Establishing a line of defense in Kentucky from the Mississippi River to the Appalachians, he held it until it was broken at Mill Springs in January and at Forts Henry and Donelson in February 1862. Abandoning Kentucky and most of Tennessee, he fell back into northern Mississippi where he concentrated his previously scattered forces. 
        In early April he moved against Grant's army at Shiloh. In what was basically a surprise attack, he drove the enemy back. While directing frontline operations he was wounded in the leg. Not considering his wound serious, he bled to death.  Many say that the loss of Johnston turned the tide in favor of the Federals at Shiloh and the momentum was never fully recovered in the Western Theater of Operations.  

Officer Nominations 2005

Please nominate a member for each of the following officers positions.  Ballots will be generated from the names submitted at the regular monthly meeting during November or those mailed to the Camp Post Office Box by November 18th.  Camp elections will be conducted during the regular monthly meeting for December to be held on December 2, 2004.  Those officers elected will take office at the 2005 General’s Banquet.

Commander:_________________________________________________

1st Lt. Commander:____________________________________________

2nd Lt. Commander:____________________________________________

Adjutant:____________________________________________________

Chaplain:____________________________________________________

Color Sgt.:___________________________________________________

Historian:____________________________________________________

Surgeon:____________________________________________________

Quartermaster:_______________________________________________
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Remember


Bring a new member or guest with you to our meetings.





Bring the names & addresses of 4 Potential Members who you know are qualified for SCV membership.  This is Easy!!











